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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

WHAT IS CLAIMED IS: 

1 . Canceled. 

2. (Currently amended) The method of Claim 4- 6, wherein the best path comprises 
a sequence of time frames ordered in the same manner as the order of the phonemes in the 
ordered string of phonemes. 

3. (Currently amended) The method of Claim 4- 6, wherein the best path is a 
particular path from among a plurality of permissible paths having the highest sum of acoustic 
scores of the phonemes in the particular path. 

4. (Currently amended) The method of Claim 4- 8, further comprising obtaining a 
first sum comprising the addition of the highest acoustic scores in each of the time frames. 

5. (Original) The method of Claim 4, further comprising obtaining a second sum 
comprising the addition of the lowest scores in each of the time frames. 

6. (Currently amended) The method of Claim 5, A met hod of determining a 
confidence score for decoding of a speech input by a speech recognition engine, in which 
the engine decodes the speech input using a grammar comprising a plurality of phonemes, 
the method comprising: 

receiving an or dered string of phonemes, wherein the p honemes of the string are 
identified by a speech recognition engine as being part of a speech in put, wherein each 
phoneme is associated with a time frame, and wherein the speech input spans a time 
period comprising a plurality of time frames; 

receiving a phoneme acoustic score map, wherein the map comprises an acoustic 
score for each phoneme of a grammar at each of the plurality of time frames: 

obtaining a first sum comprising the addition of the highest acoustic scores in 
each of the time frames: 
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obtaining a second sum comprising the addition of the lowest scores in each of the 
time frames; 

determining a confidence score for a best path for the ordered string of phonemes, 
wherein the d e t e rmining a confidence score is determined as a weighted average based at 
least in part on a functional relationship between the best path score, the second sum, and 
the first sum. 

7. (Currently amended) The method of Claim 4- 6, wherein the grammar comprises a 
plurality of phrases, each phrase comprising a string of phonemes. 

8. (Currently amended) Th e m e thod of Claim 7, A method of determining a 
confidence score for decoding of a speech input by a speech recognition engine, in which 
the engine decodes the speech input using a grammar comprising a plurality of phonemes, 
the method comprising: 

receiving an ordered string of phonemes, wherein the phonemes of the string are 
identified by a speech recognition engine as being part of a speech input, wherein each 
phoneme is associated with a time frame, and wherein the speech input spans a time period 
comprising a plurality of time frames; 

receiving a phoneme acoustic score map, wherein the map comprises an acoustic 
score for each phoneme of a grammar at each of the plurality of time frames, wherein the 
grammar comprises a plurality of phrases, each phrase comprising a string of phonemes; 

determining a confidence score for a best path for the ordered string of phonemes; 

and 

furth e r comprising determining a confidence score for each of the phrases of the 
grammar, wherein the phrases are grouped into concepts, at least one of the concepts 
comprising the ordered string of phonemes. 

9. (Original) The method of Claim 8, further comprising comparing the confidence 
score for each of the phrases of the concepts not comprising the ordered string of 
phonemes against the confidence score of the ordered string of phonemes. 
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10. (Original) The method of Claim 9, wherein the confidence score of the ordered 
string of phonemes is reduced if the confidence score of one of the phrases of the 
concepts not comprising the ordered string is greater or equal to the confidence score of 
the ordered string. 

11-15. Canceled. 

16. (New) The method of Claim 8, wherein the best path comprises a sequence of 
time frames ordered in the same manner as the order of the phonemes in the ordered string of 
phonemes. 

17. (New) The method of Claim 8, wherein the best path is a particular path from 
among a plurality of permissible paths having the highest sum of acoustic scores of the phonemes 
in the particular path. 

18. (New) The method of Claim 5, wherein the confidence score is determined as a 
weighted average based at least in part on a functional relationship between the best path score, 
the second sum, and the first sum. 



